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Or will these two world powers  
collide in the 21st century?
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Ashton B. Carter, a former director of the 
Belfer Center and professor at Harvard Ken-

nedy School, was confirmed in February as the 
25th secretary of defense of the United States. 
Carter served as deputy secretary of defense from 
2011–13 and previously was under secretary of 
defense for acquisition, technology, and logistics. 
In earlier administrations, he served in both the 
Department of Defense and Department of State. 

“Ash Carter’s confirmation as secretary of 
defense makes all of us at the Belfer Center proud,” 
said Center Director Graham Allison. “Ash’s 
expertise and dual background in science and 
policy make him uniquely qualified for managing 
the challenges posed by today’s unconstrained ene-
mies and constrained resources. He also embodies 
a rare mix of academic depth and managerial savvy 
with an even rarer ability to build a consensus for 
progress in Washington.”

Outside of government, Carter has spent much 
of his professional life at Harvard Kennedy School 
and the Belfer Center. A highly regarded physicist, 
he began as an assistant professor in 1984, rose to 
professor, and served from 1990–93 as director of 
the Kennedy School’s Center for Science and Inter-
national Affairs (now the Belfer Center).

As Center director in 1991, when the dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Union was imminent, Carter and 

Center colleagues Steven E. Miller, Kurt Camp-
bell, and Charles Zraket worked around the clock 
to produce the first comprehensive analysis of what 
could happen to the Soviet Union’s nuclear weap-
ons. This report directly influenced the creation 
of the Nunn-Lugar Act and helped secure nuclear 
weapons in the former Soviet republics. (For more, 

see belfercenter.org/SovietWeapons.) Later at the 
Center, Carter co-led the Preventive Defense Proj-
ect with Stanford University’s William Perry with 
the aim of preventing potential national and inter-
national threats from becoming major crises.

Former Center Director Named Defense Secretary

Teaching Days: Harvard Kennedy School Assistant Professor Ashton Carter meets with a student at the 
Kennedy School in 1985. Carter joined the faculty at the School in 1984. 

“Ash’s expertise and 
dual background in 

science and policy make 
him uniquely qualified...”

–Graham Allison

by Sharon Wilke
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Afghan Assessment: U.S. Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter (left) walks with U.S. Army Gen. John 
Campbell upon arrival at Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan on Feb. 21, 2015.



most seasoned and respected practitioners of 
national defense strategy, is coming back to the 
Center where he was once a young postdoc to lead 
a study of the future of great power conflict.”

“I am extremely pleased to join the Belfer 
Center,” Miller said, “and grateful to work with 
such a talented team on the future of great power 
crisis and conflict. After doing my graduate work 
here years ago, it’s like returning home.”

As under secretary from May 2012 to January 
2014, Miller advised Defense Secretaries Leon 
Panetta and Chuck Hagel on strategy, policy, and 
operations, and served as the department’s deputy 
for National Security Council policymaking and 
crisis management. 

Miller: Preventing War Among the Great Powers
James N. Miller, former under secretary of 

defense for policy, has joined the Belfer Center 
as a senior fellow. At the Center, Miller is leading a  
project on preventing war among the great powers. 
His objective is to develop recommendations to 
deal with changing dynamics of crisis manage-
ment and escalation control that may arise from 
the deployment of increasingly advanced military 
capabilities, including in space and cyberspace.

“From Ukraine and the South China Sea to 
cyberspace, identifying potential crises between 
great powers, and finding ways to prevent them 
before they start, is one of the Belfer Center’s 
highest priorities,” said Director Graham Allison. 
“We are grateful that Jim Miller, one of America’s 

• Gary Samore & Payam Mohseni on the Iranian nuclear challenge
• Susan Hockfield on the convergence of engineering and biology
• Calestous Juma on technologies enabling Africa to feed itself
• Matt Bunn on U.S.-Russia nuclear security
• Rob Stavins on the next generation of climate agreements
• Venky Narayanamurti, Laura Diaz Anadon, and Matt Bunn on 

transforming U.S. energy innovation
And I have just gotten started. Helping leaders and policymakers 

around the globe see around the corner or over the horizon has always 
been, and always will be, central to the Center’s work. Our record of 
policy-relevant, incisive analysis is a major reason why the University 
of Pennsylvania recently named the Belfer Center the world’s No. 1 
university-affiliated think tank. It’s an honor we have received two 
years in a row and in three of the past four years. 

 While we are grateful to be so recognized, our remarkable faculty, 
fellows, and staff are not motivated by rankings. They are driven by 
an unwavering commitment to confronting the world’s most critical 
challenges in science and international affairs. 

Being responsive to news events 
is natural for a Center whose 

mission includes “advancing poli-
cy-relevant knowledge.” From NPR 
and Al Jazeera to Bloomberg and 
The New York Times, the interviews 

our faculty and fellows give and the commentary they write provide 
crucial insight about fast-moving developments. 

 We are mindful, however, of the dangers of “short-termism”—
trading depth for speed, analysis for punditry, and research for reaction. 

 Indeed, at a gathering of dozens of world-renowned research centers 
in Geneva last December hosted by think tank expert Jim McGann, 
many expressed anxiety about the deleterious impact of 24/7 media 
pressure on their long-term research agendas. 

 We believe the Belfer Center is striking the right balance on this 
challenge. As I review our major research projects, I am struck by the 
scope and profundity of the challenges they address. Among many that 
stand out: 

• Joe Nye on the future of American power
• Kevin Rudd, Dick Rosecrance, Steve Miller, and me on U.S.-

China relations
• Nick Burns on the need for robust diplomacy
• Jim Miller on preventing war among great powers
• Farah Pandith on stopping extremist recruitment of Muslim youth
• Dan Poneman on America’s energy transformation
• Dave Petraeus on N. America as the next great emerging market
• Leonardo Maugeri, Holly Morrow, and Morena Skalamera on oil 

and gas markets
• Meghan O’Sullivan on the geopolitics of energy
• Michael Morell on the CIA’s war against al-Qaeda
• Alex Klimburg on global cyber security
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“Helping leaders and policymakers around 
the globe see around the corner or over the 

horizon has always been, and always will be,  
central to the Center’s work.”

Countering Extremism: Future of Diplomacy Project fellow Farah Pandith talks 
about how to stop the spread of radicalization on ABC’s “This Week,” one of many 
appearances Pandith made following the Charlie Hebdo attack.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

This popular course by Graham 
Allison and David Sanger is 
available free online.

>> Register at:
belfercenter.org/hks211

Central Challenges of American National 
Security, Strategy and the Press: hks211.2x



 An earlier screening of A Fierce Green 
Fire, which looks at a 50-year span of the envi-
ronmental movement, provided a historical 
backdrop for discussing activism at Harvard 
and beyond.  Harvard College senior Chloe 
Maxmin, co-founder of Divest Harvard, told 
the audience that environmental issues are 
important to today’s youth “because our gen-
eration is seeing the worst [of the] impacts … 
it affects our generation the hardest.”

“The reason why things are the way they 
are is because someone benefits….That’s 
why activism is important,” said HKS student 
Mick Power, a lawyer and environmental 
campaigner from Australia. 

Recently, Boston’s extreme snowfall—and 
the HKS February 10 shutdown—derailed a 
public talk by New York Times energy and 
environment reporter Coral Davenport. 
ENRP hopes to reschedule the talk. 
The film & lecture series are part of an ongoing 
ENRP “Media, Energy and Environment” series 
organized by Cristine Russell and Amanda 
Sardonis with help from HKS student Amanda 
Dominguez and ENRP’s Natalie Rios.  

From the endangered Arctic to the nation’s 
capital, the challenges posed by human-

caused climate change have been front and 
center at the Belfer Center’s Environment and 
Natural Resources Program (ENRP).  

ENRP sponsored a delegation of 12 HKS 
students and Belfer Center research fellows 
to attend the 2014 Arctic Circle Assembly, 
held in Reykjavik, Iceland from October 29 
to November 2. The Assembly convened del-
egations from 40 nations as well as senior 
industry and NGO leaders to discuss national 
security and energy as well as environmental 
issues facing the region.

ENRP organized a plenary session on 
“The Arctic, Climate Change, and the Role 
of Renewable Energy,” where Energy 
Technology Innovation Policy fellow Zhu 
Liu presented his research on China’s carbon 
footprint and the implications for global 
climate mitigation. ENRP co-sponsored a pre-
assembly workshop on renewable energy with 
Reykjavik University,  titled “The Energy 
Industry: Global Challenges and Future 
Opportunities.” Presenters included Liu and 
Belfer Center STPP/ETIP fellow Claudia 
Doblinger. HKS PhD candidate Trisha 
Shrum also presented at the Assembly.

The President of Iceland, Ólafur Ragnar 
Grímsson, welcomed the HKS delegation 

“The reason why things are 
the way they are is because 

someone benefits from it 
being that way….That’s why 

activism is important.”
–Mick Power

and announced the establishment of an 
Arctic network for young researchers. Since 
their return, the students and fellows have 
explored ways to bring the Assembly issues 
to the wider HKS community. ENRP director 
Henry Lee and assistant director Amanda 
Sardonis organized the Iceland trip as part 
of an ongoing program focus on the Arctic.   

 “The Arctic is the last frontier. It is both 
a barometer of the looming threat of climate 
change and the source of enormous economic 
potential,” said Lee. “While student partici-
pation in the Iceland conference was very 
impressive, we want to continue to bring cli-
mate-related events to HKS as well.”  

 An ENRP fall environ-
mental film series on campus, 
co-sponsored by the Energy 
& Environment Professional 
Interest Council, focused on 
climate concerns. A Novem-
ber 19 screening of the 2014 
documentary, Extreme Reali-
ties: The Link Between Severe 
Weather, Climate Change, 
and Our National Security, 
included a panel discussion 
with speakers familiar with the 
melting Arctic. They included 
Lt. Katie Burkhart, a U.S. 

Navy reserve HKS student, Capt. Michael 
A. Mullen, U.S. Coast Guard and National 
Security Program fellow formerly stationed in 
Alaska, and Harvard climate scientist James 
J. McCarthy, board chair of the Union of 
Concerned Scientists. 

Climate Matters: Members of the Arctic Circle delegations from HKS and Tufts at the Gullfoss Waterfall in Iceland. Pictured (from left to right): Halla Hrund Logadóttir, 
director of Iceland School of Energy, Kartikeya Singh (Tufts), Claudia Doblinger, Kai Tsai Ku, Katie Burkhart, Jennie Hatch, Sebastian Serra, Jennifer Austin, Trisha 
Shrum, Zhu Liu (all HKS), and Professor William Moomaw (Tufts). Not pictured, HKS delegates Carolyn DuPont, Gregoire Jayot, Nicholas Kang, and Jess Newman. 
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Covering Controversy: Students Giovana Girardi, Anneli Tostar, and 
Will Toraason present points made by New York Times’ Coral Davenport 
(on poster) in an informal discussion on covering climate and energy in 
Washington, D.C. Her official presentation was postponed by snow. 

by Cristine Russell

Responds to the Belfer 
Center panel discussion on 
climate change denialism: 
“Crossing the 2014 Climate 
Divide: Scientists, Skeptics 
and the Media.”

@AlGore“Global warming denial is  
political, not scientific. 97% 

of climate scientists agree 
that the crisis is real & 

manmade. ow.ly/tMRxj”
8:35 am - 20 Feb 2014
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What if the Iran 
Negotiations Fail?

The Belfer Center’s Iran Project and the Project on Managing the 
Atom (MTA) co-sponsored a luncheon panel on the Iranian nuclear 

negotiations and scenarios for the potential breakdown of current inter-
national talks on Iran, titled “And Then What? Imagining the Middle 
East if Nuclear Negotiations with Iran Fail.” 

Because the number of regional and global actors with stakes in 
Iran’s nuclear trajectory is so high, a failure of negotiations would 
have far-reaching consequences for international affairs. But the precise 
nature of those consequences remains uncertain, as different scenarios 
leading to the breakdown of talks could produce distinct pathways for 
the aftermath of diplomatic failure. The event hosted by the Belfer 
Center examined the possibilities and scenarios for such a failure. 

In particular, the panelists discussed whether negotiations would 
end with the P5+1 united or divided and how this would affect the 
prospects of further multilateral sanctions as well as the constraints on 
the behavior of Iran and its regional rivals. Discussions also addressed 
whether the failure of negotiations could lead to increased confrontation 
and escalation in the Middle East and whether further extensions in the 
negotiations are possible.

The event featured four speakers, providing specialized perspectives 
on the various players directly or indirectly involved in the Iranian 
nuclear negotiations. The speakers included Gary Samore, Harvard 
Belfer Center’s executive director and former White House WMD coor-
dinator, Shai Feldman, director of the Crown Center for Middle East 
Studies at Brandeis University, Alexei Arbatov, scholar in residence at 
the Carnegie Endowment Moscow Center’s Nonproliferation Program, 
and Seyed Hossein Mousavian, research scholar at Princeton Univer-
sity’s Program on Science and Global Security and former negotiator 
for the Islamic Republic of Iran. The event was chaired by Payam 
Mohseni, director of the Iran Project at the Belfer Center.

Iran

And Then What? Seyed Hossein Mousavian, a research scholar at Princeton and 
former negotiator for Iran, makes a point during a panel discussion on what might 
happen if the Iran nuclear negotiations fail. Co-sponsored by the Center’s Iran 
Project and Project on Managing the Atom, the event also included panelists Gary 
Samore (left), Payam Mohseni (right), and Shai Feldman (not pictured). 

POINTS OF PROGRESS AROUND THE WORLD
Agriculture Climate Change

Breeding new crops using genes from other species has 
been a source of considerable public controversy and inter-
national trade conflicts. New advances in genetic editing of 
crops could reduce international trade and diplomatic con-
flicts by breeding crops without the transfer of genes from 
other species.

–Calestous Juma
Director, Science, Technology,  

and Globalization Project

On November 12, 2014, the presidents of China and the 
United States issued a joint announcement in which these 
countries—the world’s two largest greenhouse gas emitters—
made pledges of their contributions under the forthcoming 
2015 Paris Climate Agreement. This joint commitment rep-
resents some 44 percent of global emissions, and more than 
50 percent with Europe already on board, compared with the 
14 percent of global emissions currently covered by the Kyoto 
Protocol.  This was among the most important moments in 20 
years of international climate negotiations.

–Robert Stavins 
Director, Harvard Project 

on Climate Agreements

Because the number of regional and global 
actors with stakes in Iran’s nuclear trajectory 

is so high, a failure of negotiations would 
have far-reaching consequences  

for international affairs.

POLICY CHALLENGES IN GLOBAL HOT SPOTS
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U.S.-Russia Conference 
Aims to Reduce Tensions 

For two days in October, Russian and American experts met at the 
Belfer Center to discuss the state of U.S.-Russia relations and look 

for glimmers of hope. Unfortunately, few were seen. The conflict in 
Eastern Ukraine is only the most urgent manifestation of a deeply 
troubled relationship between Russia and the West—in particular the 
United States. As one Russian participant stated, “We should deal first 
with the problems that existed even before Ukraine.”  

The conference, organized by the Belfer Center’s Kevin Ryan and 
hosted by Center director Graham Allison, was one of the few gather-
ings of U.S. and Russian policy-influencers able to meet in these tense 
times. Experts drawn from diplomatic, business, military, and academic 
professions discussed U.S. and Russian national interests, looking for 
convergence and conflicts. Among the few bright spots: P5+1 Talks 
with Iran, Syrian chemical weapons removal and destruction, New 
Start Treaty implementation, and space exploration. The almost total 
shutdown of intergovernmental communication below the ministerial 
levels means that conferences such as this will become more important 
to finding solutions to U.S.-Russian problems.

Common Goals: Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Secu-
rity Rose Gottmoeller discusses the importance of cooperation on global security 
issues with participants in the Center’s U.S.-Russian relations conference.

Critical Communications: Participants in the Center’s conference “Crisis in U.S.-Russian Relations” listen to comments in Russian and English.

POINTS OF PROGRESS AROUND THE WORLD
Chemical Weapons in Syria Nuclear Terrorism

Our faculty and fellows are immersed in studying and solving some of the world’s toughest policy challenges. Amid that sobering 
work, they sometimes spot positive developments. We asked them to share these findings in this new feature.

The elimination of the WMD chemical stockpiles in Syria 
represents a remarkable success story: a collaboration 
between entities that are public adversaries and disagree 
on most things. Russia, the United States, and Syria each 
had its own reason for removing and destroying the chemi-
cal weapons and materials. But imagine today a radical ISIS 
group, which has promised to attack the U.S. and the West, 
with chemical weapons in their hands.  This joint success has 
made us all safer. 

–Kevin Ryan 
Director, Defense and  

Intelligence Project

More than half of all the countries in the world that once 
had potential nuclear bomb material on their soil have elim-
inated it.  The risk that nuclear material could be stolen from 
these countries and fall into terrorist hands is now zero. In 
particular, the Obama administration helped eliminate all the 
highly enriched uranium (HEU) from Ukraine, and the Bush 
administration from Libya, before fighting started in those 
countries.  The HEU in Iraq was long gone when the Islamic 
State seized major portions of the country. Imagine what 
might have happened had those successes not occurred.

–Matthew Bunn 
Professor of Practice, HKS

POLICY CHALLENGES IN GLOBAL HOT SPOTS

Russia



Matthew Bunn is a professor of practice at Harvard Kennedy School and co-principal investigator for the Belfer Center’s Project on 
Managing the Atom. Bunn’s research focus is on nuclear theft terrorism, nuclear proliferation, and innovation in energy technology. 
During the Clinton administration, Bunn served as an advisor to the White House Office of Science Technology Policy, where he 
played a major role in U.S. policies related to the control and disposition of weapons-usable nuclear materials in the United States 
and the former Soviet Union. We asked Bunn about the current crisis in U.S.-Russian relations and its impact on nuclear security.

QRussia recently announced it would 
no longer cooperate with the United 

States on most of the nuclear security 
projects that had been underway, nearly 
ending a 20-year partnership to secure 
weapons material. How significant is this 
development?

It’s a dramatic development. At least for 
now, more than 20 years of U.S.-Russian 
cooperation to dismantle and control the dan-
gerous legacies of the Cold War has come to 
an end—except for a few modest remaining 
projects.

 Practically, cutting off the bulk of this 
work will mean Russia’s nuclear materials will 
be at more risk of being stolen. The biggest 
planned security and accounting upgrades in 
Russia have been done, and nuclear security 
in Russia today is dramatically better than it 
was in the 1990s. But nuclear security is never 
really finished—you have to focus on contin-
ual improvement in the face of an evolving 
threat, particularly given the widespread cor-
ruption and insider theft in Russia today.  

Q What can be done to turn the 
situation around?

Probably the most important step would 
be progress in resolving the crisis in Ukraine. 
But even without that, we should try to find 
ways to allow technical experts from both 
sides to discuss common nuclear security 
issues and work on ways to fix them. Track 
II, backchannel dialogues to lay out poten-
tial paths forward, may be important in the 
months to come. We need approaches that are 
based on an equal partnership, with ideas and 
resources coming from both sides, rather than 
a donor-recipient relationship. 

Q You and Scott Sagan from Stanford 
University recently published a 

“worst practices” guide about protecting 
against insider threats. What did you 
learn from that project, and how worried 
should the rest of us be?

Insiders pose the most serious dangers that 
high-security organizations face. They know 
the security systems and their weaknesses, 
and the other employees know and trust them 
and tend to write off odd behavior rather than 
noticing it. Sagan and I are finishing an edited 
book on coping with insider threats, with 
cases ranging from the 2001 anthrax attacks 
to green-on-blue attacks in Afghanistan. The 
thing I learned in this project that surprised and 

worries me most is just how many red flags 
organizations are capable of overlooking—
including insiders complaining about their 
own violent paranoia.

Q How do you see political calculations 
influencing the policy debate over 

protecting nuclear stockpiles? 

Fortunately, keeping nuclear bombs and 
their essential ingredients out of terrorist 
hands has been a bipartisan issue for two 
decades, with real heroes on both sides of the 
aisle.

Currently, though, I’m concerned that 
the deep freeze in U.S.-Russian relations is 
making it politically unacceptable in either 
capital to push for sensible steps on nuclear 
cooperation. That’s too bad, as discussions 
among technical people have often been a 
crucial backchannel that helped keep dialogue 
alive and helped the governments overcome 
obstacles.

Q What was your journey line into the 
world of nuclear nonproliferation?

It was the peak of the Cold War when I 
went to college, and people genuinely wor-
ried we might all be incinerated in a nuclear 
holocaust. I took a course on nuclear weapons 
and arms control. I got a summer job with that 
professor that ended up taking me three years – 
and by that time I was hooked. After finishing 
my master’s thesis, I went off to Washington 
and worked at the Arms Control Association, 
at the National Academy of Sciences, and at 
the Office of Science and Technology Policy. 
Eventually John Holdren—now President 
Obama’s science advisor—lured me up to the 
Kennedy School, where I’ve been ever since.
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Q&A: Matthew Bunn

“I’m concerned that 
the deep freeze in U.S.-

Russian relations is making 
it politically unacceptable 

in either capital to push for 
sensible steps on nuclear 

cooperation.”

“Insiders pose the most 
serious dangers  

that high-security  
organizations face.”

Back to the Future:  Matthew Bunn (standing, left) and John P. Holdren (right) brief President Bill Clinton on 
nuclear security in Russia in May 1995. Then director and chair of the President’s Committee of Advisors on 
Science and Technology, Bunn and Holdren were joined by then NSC directors Daniel Poneman (seated center), 
current Belfer senior fellow, and Belfer alumna Jessica Stern, with Jack Gibbons, science advisor. 
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Juliette Kayyem is a lecturer in public policy at Harvard Kennedy School and former executive director for research at the Belfer 
Center. She teaches courses on emergency management and national security, issues informed by her experience in state and 
federal government. She served as President Obama’s assistant secretary for intergovernmental affairs at the Department of 
Homeland Security, where she helped handle the H1N1 pandemic and BP oil spill response. She also is founder of one of the few 
female-owned security businesses and works as a journalist and commentator. 

homeland security advisor to Gov. Deval 
Patrick. In that role, she was responsible 
for (among other things) making a decision 
that impacted millions of families and first 
responders across the state: whether to call a 
snow day—an ironic role for a native Califor-
nian who loves paddle-boarding, surfing, and 
beach volleyball. Under President Obama, 
she became a top official at the Department of 
Homeland Security, managing crises as varied 
as H1N1, the BP oil spill, and the earthquake 
in Haiti.

 In those high-stakes roles, she has  helped 
shape America’s understanding of the balance 
between national security and civil liber-
ties in the post-9/11 era. “Our tolerance for 
greater governmental action or fewer privacy 
rights always has to be judged by the security 
situation of the time,” she says, but “the foun-
dations of the debate must be formed by clear 
rules, oversight, some review—whether it’s 

Juliette Kayyem knows how to have a 
100 percent safe Olympics—don’t have 

an Olympics. Because perfect security is not 
possible, Kayyem says public officials should 
aim instead for perfect planning.

 That insight will undoubtedly shape 
the epic preparations Boston will undertake 
should it win the right to host the 2024 Olym-
pic Games. For Kayyem, a board member 
of the Boston 2024 Olympic Committee, 
such preparation—including public safety, 
sustainable development, and infra-
structure investment – would be the 
culmination of a career devoted to 
homeland security and progressive 
politics.

 Kayyem says too often the 
“home” part of homeland security 
is neglected.

 “People always see homeland 
security through the lens of terrorism,” she 
says. “But it’s really about risk reduction.” 
The virtue of preparedness is a key theme of 
her forthcoming book, Home Sweet Home-
land: The Education of a Security Mom. 
Building on her experiences as a mother of 
three and as a government official confronting 
oil spills, hurricanes, terrorists, and flu epi-
demics, she explains the gift of knowledge in 
facing a scary world. She connects the traits 
of strength and grit to progressive priorities, 
including broadly shared prosperity, crimi-
nal justice and immigration reform, climate 
change adaptation, and stricter gun control.

 Kayyem embraced those issues in her 
long-shot Massachusetts gubernatorial bid 
last year.  Though falling short, Kayyem has 
no regrets. “I absolutely loved running for 
governor,” she says. “We knew it was going 
to be tough, given the field.” The advice she 
would give Harvard Kennedy School stu-
dents? “Anything can happen, and even in the 
losing there is a lot to be gained.” The real 
regret, she notes, would have been staying on 
the sidelines and wondering “What if...?” 

 It’s hard to imagine Kayyem, who 
returned to lecturing at HKS this semester 
even as she runs her own security consulting 
business, on the sidelines in anything.

 After graduating from Harvard Law 
School, Kayyem began her career as a civil 
rights attorney and later as a lecturer at Har-
vard Kennedy School and executive director 
at the Belfer Center before being named  

judicial or congressional—and a commitment 
to either sunset provisions or a tolerance for 
looking back and being willing to reassess.”

 Many Bostonians got to know Kayyem 
through her writing as a Boston Globe col-
umnist. Her work on national security and 
foreign affairs included a series of essays 
making the case that the Pentagon should end 
its exclusion of American women in combat 
roles. That series not only earned her a cov-
eted place as a Pulitzer Prize finalist but also 
made her a leading change agent: The Pen-

tagon granted women full access to 
combat roles a year later.

 Public servants who push for 
policy changes within government, 
she says, count on pressure from 
outside voices to help them make 
their case. Tenacity is imperative. “I 
was ruthless” in those debates about 
women in combat roles, she says. “I 

remember even my editor said, ‘You’re doing 
another one?!’” But she drew perseverance 
from feedback inside the Pentagon. “I got a 
call from someone in the secretary’s office 
after one of my columns [who] said, ‘There’s 
a lot of white knuckles after that one.’ And 
that’s good. If government can’t defend itself, 
then maybe it’s time for a change.”

“People always see homeland security 
through the lens of terrorism.  

But it’s really about risk reduction.”

7

Spotlight: Juliette Kayyem

Reducing Risk: Juliette Kayyem (center) considers a question following her presentation “Counterterrorism in 
the age of Charlie Hebdo” at a Belfer Center Board of Directors lunch.

by Josh Burek
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Will the U.S. and China Collide in the 21st Century?

Avoiding Thucydides’ Trap
More than 2500 years ago, Thucydides, the Athenian historian and general, wrote his history of the Peloponnesian 

War. In his oft-quoted summary, he concludes: “It was the rise of Athens and the fear that this inspired in Sparta that 
made war inevitable.” In a forthcoming article, Graham Allison writes that “the defining question about global 
order for this generation is whether China and the U.S. can escape Thucydides’ Trap.”

Reviewing the past 500 years, Allison finds that in 12 of 16 cases where a rising power threatened to 
displace a ruling power, the result was war. He notes that while a war between the U.S. and China seems 
remote, the 100th anniversary of World War I reminds us of “man’s capacity for folly.” 

“On the current trajectory, war between the U.S. and China in the decades ahead is not just pos-
sible, but much more likely than currently recognized,” Allison contends. Indeed, he writes, “on the 
historical record, war is more likely than not.”

The Next Great War: The Roots of World War I and the Risk of U.S.-China Conflict, a new 
publication edited by the Center’s Richard Rosecrance and Steven E. Miller, suggests that while 
there are differences between today’s world and 1914, there are also some unsettling similarities 
between the current China-U.S. relationship and conditions that led to WWI.

In U.S. China 21: Constructive Realism, Common Purpose, a report to be released this spring, 
former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, a senior fellow at the Belfer Center, argues that 
the U.S. and China can avoid Thucydides’ Trap by better understanding each other and undertaking 
a series of measures to build strategic trust. The report emerges from a major study at the Center, 
headed by Rudd, on the possibilities and impacts of a new strategic relationship between China and 
the United States. 

Harvard Distinguished Service Professor Joseph S. Nye warns of the dangers of a self-fulfilling 
prophecy in his newly released book Is the American Century Over? The rise of China, he writes, “recalls 
Thucydides’ other warning that belief in the inevitability of conflict can become one of its main causes. Each 
side, believing it will end up at war with the other, makes reasonable military preparations which then are read 
by the other side as confirmation of its worst fears.”

“One of the most troublesome aspects of the international order in 1914 is partially reproduced today. If there is one 
warning that particularly leaps out from the pages of this volume, it is the danger of entrapping alliances. The most likely 
route to war with China is via a dispute involving one or more of the United States’ Asian allies. This is not a purely 
hypothetical danger. Asia’s many territorial disputes, on both land and sea, are potential flash points.”

–Steven E. Miller

The Next Great War?
In The Next Great War? The Roots of World War I and the Risks of U.S.-China Conflict, 

leading experts reconsider the causes of World War I and explore whether the great powers 
of the twenty-first century can avoid the mistakes of Europe’s statesmen in 1914 and prevent 
another catastrophic conflict. They find differences as well as similarities between today’s 
world and the world of 1914—but conclude that only a deep understanding of those differ-
ences and early action to bring great powers together will likely enable the United States 
and China to avoid a great war.

Find out more at: belfercenter.org/NextGreatWar

?
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Will the U.S. and China Collide in the 21st Century?
Graham Allison From a Forthcoming Publication

“Thucydides went to the heart of the matter in focusing on the inexorable, structural stress caused by a 
rapid shift in the balance of power between two rivals. Note that Thucydides identified two key drivers 
that create this structural dynamic: the rising power’s growing sense of its importance, entitlement, and 

demand for greater respect...on the one hand, and the insecurity, fear, and determination to defend the 
status quo this engenders in the established power, on the other.”

“In sum, Thucydides’ Trap refers to the 
natural, inevitable, inescapable discom-
bobulation that accompanies a tectonic 
shift in the relative power of a rising 
and ruling state. Under such conditions, 
unexpected actions by third parties that 
would otherwise be manageable can 
provide a spark that leads to results 
neither major competitor would have 
chosen.”

Kevin Rudd From His Forthcoming Report, U.S.-China 21*

“The core question for the future of U.S.-China relations is the extent to which the values divide 
renders broader cooperation between Washington and Beijing ultimately futile. 

Specifically, the core question from the American perspective is whether or not China, because of its 
successful economic development program, will ultimately transition and therefore become an active 
supporter and participant in the international liberal rules-based order. Or alternatively, whether China 
will succeed in defying Fukuyama’s ‘end of history’ and produce an entirely different, sustainable model 
of political economy for China’s long-term future, which in turn, will also deeply shape China’s view of 
the world.

For China, the related core question is whether the United 
States fundamentally accepts the legitimacy of their current 
political system, or whether China concludes that the United 
States is either directly or indirectly working to subvert that 
system. While this may seem an obscure and unsubstantiated 
point from the perspective of most Western analysts, the 
same analysts may be surprised to learn how profoundly this 
question of perceived political legitimacy underpins much of 
the U.S.-China relationship. 

The question for the future is whether a common landing 
point is possible between these different value systems. 
Or at least a landing point that does not prevent the stable 
development of other critical dimensions of the U.S.-
China relationship. Or impede U.S.-China cooperation in 
strengthening the existing international rules-based order.”Future Relations: Kevin Rudd (right), former prime minister of Australia, shares a 

light moment with Belfer Center Director Graham Allison during Rudd’s presen-
tation to the Center’s China Working Group on his report findings.

?
China’s economy, as compared to  U.S.

GDP (PPP)

1980

10%

7%

6%

16% 2,875%

106%

60%

101%

2014

GDP (USD)

Exports (USD)

Reserves (USD)

* Rudd’s report was not finalized at press time.
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Security and Policy: Jane Harman, former United States congresswoman and pres-
ident of the Wilson Center, discusses security issues during a Belfer Center seminar. 
During nine terms in Congress, she served on all the major security committees. 
International Council member Albert Carnesale also took part in the discussion.

International Concerns: During a Belfer Center Board of Directors lunch, former 
President of Finland Tarja Halonen makes a point about national security follow-
ing a talk by Juliette Kayyem on “Counterterrorism in the Age of Charlie Hebdo.”  
Finland’s first female head of state, she served from 2000–2012.

Policy Prescription: Richard Haass, president of the Council on Foreign Relations, 
discusses “American Foreign Policy: What’s Broken and How to Fix It.” Haass, who 
was a lecturer in public policy at Harvard Kennedy School from 1985–1991, is a 
former director of policy planning for the Department of State.

Russian Insight: Sergei Karaganov (center), director of the Council for Foreign and 
Defense Policy, and Sergei Rogov, director of the Institute for U.S. and Canadian 
Studies, join journalist and Shorenstein Center fellow Jill Dougherty for a Forum 
discussion of major Russian challenges.

Fear Itself: David Rothkopf, CEO and editor of Foreign Policy magazine, discusses 
his latest book National Insecurity: American Leadership in an Age of Fear. The book 
provides a new perspective on the years since 9/11 and the key players who 
shaped this era in the United States.

Equality and Security: Mohamed ElBaradei, director general emeritus of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, discusses nuclear security in his “Robert 
McNamara Lecture on War and Peace” at the JFK Jr. Forum in November. The event 
was co-sponsored by the Belfer Center.

M
A

R
TH

A
 S

TE
W

A
R

T

BELFER SPEAKERS
M

A
R

TH
A

 S
TE

W
A

R
T



11

Varying Views: Dan Meridor (right), former deputy prime minister and minister of 
intelligence of Israel, and Prince Turki Al-Faisal (center), former director of Saudi 
Arabia’s intelligence agency, discuss “Instability in the Middle East” in a John F. 
Kennedy, Jr. Forum event moderated by Graham Allison.

Uranium Power: In a Project on Managing the Atom Seminar, Ambassador 
Tetsuya Endo, executive director of the Japanese Institute of International Affairs 
and former vice chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission of Japan, discusses 
“The Future of the Nuclear Fuel Cycle in Japan.” 

America’s Future: Belfer Center senior fellows David H. Petraeus (left), former 
director of the CIA, and Robert B. Zoellick (speaking), former president of the 
World Bank, discuss “North America: Time for a New Focus,” a report of a CFR task 
force they co-chair. Also pictured: CFR’s Shannon O’Neil and ABC’s David Karl.

Rights and Wrongs: Michael Morell, former deputy director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency and senior fellow at the Belfer Center, shares “Thoughts about 
the Senate Report on CIA Detention and Interrogations” during a lively session at 
a Belfer Center Director’s lunch.

CIA in Transition: Mary Margaret Graham, a 29-year veteran of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, speaks on “How 9-11 Changed the National Security 
Establishment—for Better and Worse” during a Defense and Intelligence seminar 
in the Belfer Center library. 

Powerful Forces: General Joseph Votel III, commander of the United States 
Special Operations Command, talked with Kennedy School students following his 
presentation on “The Role of Special Operations in American Foreign Policy” at a 
Defense and Intelligence seminar hosted by Kevin Ryan (center). 

K
R

IS
T

Y
N

 U
LA

N
D

A
Y

K
A

V
EH

 S
A

R
D

A
R

I 
(C

FR
)

BELFER SPEAKERS



12

FEATURED FELLOWS

As a young man in the small city of Ogden, Utah, Brandon Parker 
found himself increasingly interested in the U.S. Air Force, a 

service where his stepfather had made his career. Recruited by the 
Air Force Academy to play basketball, Parker didn’t initially want to 
become a pilot. But after his initial flight-screening program, he called 
his mother out of excitement to let her know that he had found exactly 
what he was meant to do. Until recently, Lieutenant Colonel Parker 
commanded a nuclear bomber unit based in North Dakota. This year, 
Parker, a research fellow with the Center’s International Security Pro-
gram/Project on Managing the Atom, is conducting research on nuclear 
nonproliferation.

Parker had the option of a year at the Belfer Center or at a war 
college. He selected the Belfer Center because of its long history and 
strong relationship with U.S. military personnel. Being surrounded by 
nuclear scholars and other researchers has helped him step outside of 
his military-based perspective, he said. “They think rigorously about 
security matters, but they think about them in a way that I don’t. It’s a 
completely different perspective,” he says. Parker hopes that his back-
ground with a nuclear bomber unit is contributing to others’ research 
as well. 

At the Center, Parker is writing a research paper focusing on the 
strategy involved with deterrence and whether or not all components 
of the nuclear triad (strategic bombers, intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles, and submarine-launched ballistic missiles) are essential to nuclear 
weapon systems. While much of the focus on disarmament is centered 
on numbers, Parker believes more of the focus should be on the qual-
ities of weaponry. “I recognize that numbers are important, but to me 
what is more important, especially as we contemplate future reductions, 
are the characteristics and attributes of the weapon systems.” 

Parker’s research has led him to the conclusion that policymakers 
should consider more than fiscal factors. “I don’t want to see fiscal 
concerns preclude strategic thought on the matter. I don’t want to see 
[those concerns] overcome the generation of ideas.” 

“Costs,” he says, “come in many forms.” 

For more on Brandon Parker, see belfercenter.org/Parker

For Cristine Russell, a senior fellow in the Environment and Natural 
Resources Program (ENRP), life is turning full circle. 
She started her career writing about science, environment, and 

health issues. Now she’s on the academic side analyzing the work of 
her peers. She’s a female journalist, who now hosts discussions on the 
influence of women in science media. 

She was once a biology student at Mills College, but now stands 
at the front of the classroom at Harvard Kennedy School, lecturing  
on public policy controversies in climate, energy, and the media—the 
focus of her Belfer Center work. At a time when climate change denial-
ism is as pervasive as the common cold, she says accurate information 
and education are more important than ever. 

“The Internet explosion made it possible for everybody to be a com-
municator,” Russell says. “These ideas, even if they’re false, can be 
spread virally in a way that was not possible in the past.” 

Russell is working to beat back against this misinformation— 
whether by hosting guest lecturers in class, organizing panel discussions, 
or writing informative pieces in the Columbia Journalism Review. 

“These are topics I felt I needed to go back to,” Russell says. “Many 
of the old problems are back, only exacerbated by the online world.” 

Women, for example, are still underrepresented at the top of their 
professions. Russell is co-organizing an April 2 panel at HKS on 
“Sexism, Science, and Science Writing: Promoting Women Leaders in 
the Lab and the Newsroom,” and a June international panel in Korea.

“We need to keep having these conversations,” Russell says. “That 
way we will see change.” 

Russell says the technology revolution has influenced her career in 
many ways. “I’ve gone from typewriter to Twitter,” she laughs.

In 2006, after a career in freelance writing and reporting at The 
Washington Post and The Washington Star, she did a semester-long 
fellowship with the Kennedy School’s Shorenstein Center on Media, 
Politics and Public Policy. But Russell extended her stay at the School 
as a Belfer Center/ENRP senior fellow.

“It’s a wonderful mix of academics and practitioners who are all 
interested in the real world,” she says. “I love it here.”

For more on Cristine Russell, see belfercenter.org/Russell
Follow her on Twitter: @russellcris

Brandon Parker
From Bombers to Nonproliferation:
Researching Nuclear Numbers and Needs

Cristine Russell
From Typewriter to Twitter: Connecting 
the Climate, Energy, and Media Dots 

Nuclear Ops: Lieutenant Colonel Brandon Parker discusses “U.S. Air Force  
Nuclear Operations: A Period of Change” at an International Security Program 
seminar.  

Meeting Challenges: Cristine Russell comments during “Inventing the Future to 
Address Societal Challenges,” a symposium to honor STPP’s Venky Narayanamurti. 

by Isabella Gordillo by Jacqueline Tempera



Executive Council to discuss extensive performance management 
systems for federal and local government services.

“Programs like these offer students an opportunity to learn first-
hand realities on the ground in the Middle East,” said Hilary Rantisi, 
director of the Middle East Initiative. “We have seen that such expe-
riences are often transformative for students, and we plan to continue 
to offer them annually, in addition to our ongoing support of student 
travel to the region for research and internships.”  
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FUTURE LEADERS

More than 40 Harvard students traveled to the Middle East over 
the winter break to assess—firsthand—the rehabilitation needs 

of Syrian refugees in Jordan and alternative energy and environmental 
challenges and opportunities in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The 
Belfer Center’s Middle East Initiative supported the field visits.

Fifteen students from Harvard Kennedy School (HKS), Harvard 
School of Public Health (HSPH), and Harvard’s Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies were in Jordan for a three-week experiential learning 
course led by HSPH/HKS Professor Claude Bruderlein with assis-
tance from Belfer Center fellow Nawaf Obaid. The students examined 
strategic approaches for navigating long-term challenges and dilemmas 
of some of the most complex political and humanitarian issues. A doc-
umentary about the course will be released this spring. 

“The course not only taught us about the Syrian refugee crisis, but 
also equipped us with frameworks for thinking critically about broader 
intractable problems,” said HKS student Sofia Quesada. 

In the UAE, 27 students from 17 countries participated in a field 
visit to take a firsthand look at issues of energy and the environment 
as part of the Emirates Leadership Initiative at HKS. Highlights of 
the visit, co-organized by the Center for Public Leadership, included 
attending the opening ceremonies of the World Future Energy Summit, 
meeting with the UAE minister of the environment and secretary-
general of the Abu Dhabi Environment Agency, touring Masdar City, 
a planned city that relies on solar energy and renewable energy sources, 
and meeting with officials in the prime minister’s office and Dubai 

Harvard Kennedy School (HKS) doctoral 
student Daniel Velez Lopez is research-

ing air pollution in Mexico and whether the 
country is willing to pay the costs to reduce 
it. HKS student Jennifer Kao is interview-
ing academics, investors, and government 
officials working to generate and commer-
cialize clean energy innovations in the United 
Kingdom. 

With support from the Belfer Center’s 
Vicki Norberg-Bohm Fellowship, Kao and 
Lopez are the most recent of 22 HKS doc-
toral students selected for the fellowship since 
2006. The annual $7,000 awards allow stu-
dents to investigate a wide range of research 
on energy and environmental issues before 
deciding on a dissertation topic. Recipients 
in past years have used the funds for field-
work, internships, and other efforts to explore 
projects ranging from the testing of soil to 
promote energy efficient use of fertilizers to 
technology adoption in the midst of a civil 
conflict.The fellowship is a tribute to the late 

Students See Middle East Challenges Firsthand

Norberg-Bohm Fellowship Supports Research Curiosity

Desert Drive: Students from the winter field study course take a break from 
meetings, panel discussions, and other field experiences for an excursion to the 
ancient city of Petra and Wadi Rum desert in Jordan.

Vicki Norberg-Bohm, inaugural director 
of the Belfer Center’s Energy Technology 
Innovation Policy group (ETIP), whose work 
focused on understanding the process of tech-
nological change and the role of public policy 
for stimulating innovation. The Center’s Sci-
ence, Technology, and Public Policy Program 
and Environment and Natural Resources Pro-
gram co-sponsor the fellowship program.

“The Norberg-Bohm family’s support of 
the fellowship has provided a legacy of fos-
tering innovation for sustainable development 
and careers for young scholars,” said Prof. 
William Clark, ENRP faculty chair.

Alicia Harley, a 2011 fellowship recipient 
who is now a Gior-
gio Ruffolo Doctoral 
Research Fellow in 
the Sustainability Sci-
ence Program at HKS, 
said, “Having a Nor-
berg-Bohm fellowship 
gave me the flexibil-
ity I needed to pursue 
research ideas on my 
own before I was able 
to articulate those 
ideas into coherent 
research proposals.” 
Exploring the state 
of Bihar in India, she 

said, “helped me hone my research interests 
around innovation and inequality.”

Gabe Chan, 2010 fellowship recipi-
ent and current ETIP research fellow at the 
Belfer Center, said, “The biggest impact of 
the fellowship was the opportunity…to meet 
researchers working at some of the most 
interesting public, private, and non-profit insti-
tutions around the country and directly ask 
what the important and unanswered research 
questions were in my general research area. 
The Norberg-Bohm fellowship was the turn-
ing point for my dissertation research.”

For more on the fellowship & recipients, 
see belfercenter.org/Norberg-Bohm

“The Norberg-Bohm 
fellowship was  

the turning point for my  
dissertation research.”

–Gabe Chan

Innovation in India: Alicia Harley with women and children in India’s state of Bihar 
where she researched extreme poverty and inequality in the agriculture sector. 
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For more than a century, the United States 
has been the world’s most powerful state. 
Now some analysts predict that China will 
soon take its place. Does this mean that we are 
living in a post-American world? Will China’s 
rapid rise spark a new Cold War between the 
two titans?

In this compelling book, world-renowned 
foreign policy analyst Joseph Nye explains 
why the American century is far from over 
and what the United States must do to retain 
its lead in an era of increasingly diffuse power 
politics. America’s superpower status may 
well be tempered by its own domestic prob-
lems and China’s economic boom, he argues, 
but its military, economic, and soft power 
capabilities will continue to outstrip those of 
its closest rivals for decades to come.

“With his usual clarity and insight, Joe 
Nye gives us a fascinating analysis of the 
complexities of power, exploring hard and 
soft power, state and non-state actors, and 
how to retain leadership once domination is 
over.”

—Mario Monti,  
former Prime Minister, Italy 

“The future of American power is the 
great question of our century. No one is 
better equipped than Joe Nye to answer it.”

—Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft 

Pitting fascists and communists in a 
showdown for supremacy, the Spanish Civil 
War has long been seen as a grim dress 
rehearsal for World War II. Francisco Fran-
co’s Nationalists prevailed with German and 
Italian military assistance—a clear instance, 
it seemed, of like-minded regimes joining 
forces in the fight against global Bolshevism. 
In Hitler’s Shadow Empire, Pierpaolo Barbieri 
revises this standard account of Axis interven-
tion in the Spanish Civil War, arguing that 
economic ambitions—not ideology—drove 
Hitler’s Iberian intervention. The Nazis hoped 
to establish an economic empire in Europe, 
and in Spain they tested the tactics intended 
for future subject territories.

Hitler’s Shadow Empire illuminates a 
fratricidal tragedy that still reverberates 
in Spanish life as well as the world war it 
heralded.

“A fascinating, beautifully written account 
of a plan for the German economic domina-
tion of Europe that was pushed in the 1930s 
by the Nazis but above all by non-Nazi and 
more traditionally oriented German economic 
bureaucrats. Barbieri makes us think again 
about the relationship between economics 
and racial policies in the making of Nazi 
aggression.”

—Harold James, author of  
Making the European Monetary Union

The Crisis with 
Russia is a collection 
of papers commis-
sioned for the 2014 
Aspen Strategy Group 
Summer Workshop. 
On the occasion of 
the 30th year anni-
versary of the Aspen 
S t ra tegy  Group 
(founded in 1984), the 
Summer Workshop 

in Aspen, Colorado, convened a nonparti-
san group of preeminent U.S.-Russia policy 
experts, academics, journalists, and business 
leaders. The Group’s policy discussions were 
guided by the papers found in this volume, 
whose scope ranges from exploring the his-
tory of the U.S.-Russia relationship, current 
developments in the Sino-Russian relation-
ship, the NATO and European responses to 
Russian aggression in Eastern Europe, energy 
considerations, areas of potential U.S.-Russia 
cooperation, and finally, the broader question 
of U.S. national security and interests in the 
European region.

Is the American Century Over?

By Joseph S. Nye, 
Harvard University Distinguished  
Service Professor

Polity Press (January 2015)

Hitler’s Shadow Empire: Nazi 
Economics and the Spanish Civil War

By Pierpaolo Barbieri,  
Former Ernest May Fellow in History and Policy

Harvard University Press   
(Forthcoming, April 2015)

The Crisis with Russia

Edited by R. Nicholas Burns, 
Professor of the Practice of Diplomacy and 
International Politics, HKS; Jonathan Price

Aspen Strategy Group Policy Book
Aspen Institute (November 2014)
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 “...a fascinating 
analysis of the 

complexities of 
power.”

“…makes us 
think again about 

the relationship 
between 

economics and 
racial policies 

in the making of 
Nazi aggression.”

HOT OFF THE PRESSES

For more on Belfer Center books and other publications, see

belfercenter.org/books

Robert L. Brown 
details the IAEA’s 
role in facilitat-
ing both control of 
nuclear weapons and 
the safe exploitation 
of nuclear power. The 
agency’s success in 
gaining and holding 
authority rests in part 
on its ability to apply 

politically neutral expertise that produces 
beneficial policy outcomes.

Nuclear Authority: The IAEA and 
the Absolute Weapon

By Robert L. Brown, 
Former Stanton Nuclear Security Junior 
Faculty Fellow

Georgetown University Press (March 2015)
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International Security is America’s leading journal of security affairs. It provides sophisticated analyses 
of contemporary security issues and discusses their conceptual and historical foundations. The journal is 
edited at Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center and published quarterly by the MIT Press. Questions 
may be directed to IS@Harvard.edu.
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Compiled by International Security staff

Jieun Baek 
Belfer Center Fellow

Baek is the producer of Divided Families, a 
new film that focuses on families split between 
North and South Korea and the impact of that 
division. The film is available online at  
youtube.com/DividedFamiliesFilm

Rasmus Bertelsen 
Former STPP, Dubai Initiative Research Fellow

Bertelsen is the inaugural Barents Chair in 
Politics at the University of Tromsø-The Arctic 
University of Norway. He researches how the 
Arctic fits into global environmental and politi-
cal-economic processes.

Paula Dobriansky  
Future of Diplomacy Project Senior Fellow

Dobriansky (left),former special envoy to 
Northern Ireland, received the Flax Trust Award 
in recognition of contributions to the historic 
devolution of power in N. Ireland and work on 
the promotion of peace and reconciliation.

John P. Holdren  
Science Advisor to President Obama, 
Former Belfer Center STPP Director

Holdren invited the public to use 
social media to ask him anything 
about climate change and the 
science behind it, using the hashtag 
#AskDrH. He explained the science 
behind how our planet is changing.

Rachel Bronson 
Former International Security Research Fellow

Bronson was named executive director and 
publisher of The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists. 
She will be responsible for Bulletin events, 
publishing, and communications, including 
announcements about the Doomsday Clock.

Calestous Juma 
Director, Science, Technology, and 
Globalization Project

Juma was named one of the most 
influential Africans of 2014 by the 
New African magazine. The magazine 
honors African heroes, innovators, 
and visionaries whose actions have 
helped push Africa forward.

Joseph S. Nye 
Harvard University Distinguished 
Service Professor, Belfer Board Member

Nye was honored by Emperor Akihito 
of Japan with the Order of the Rising 
Sun, Gold and Silver Star in recog-
nition of his “contribution to the…
mutual understanding between Japan 
and the United States.”

Follow us on Twitter 
@Journal_IS

NEWSMAKERS

Pakistan’s Battlefield Nuclear Policy:  
A Risky Solution to an Exaggerated Threat
Jaganath Sankaran

Pakistan has developed tactical nuclear weapons to deter India from 
executing its Cold Start war doctrine. India, however, has disavowed that 
doctrine. Further, the use of such weapons against Indian troops inside 
Pakistan would kill and injure large numbers of Pakistani civilians, while 
risking massive nuclear retaliation by India. Pakistan should reconsider the 
role of tactical nuclear weapons in its military strategy.

The Inscrutable Intentions of Great Powers
Sebastian Rosato

Many scholars argue that great powers can reach confident conclusions 
about each other’s intentions, but these claims are unpersuasive. Neither 
the domestic characteristics nor behavior of states offers a reliable basis on 
which to evaluate intentions. These limitations support the theoretical claims 
of structural realism: competition, not cooperation, will remain the norm.

Is There an Oil Weapon? Security Implications of Changes in the 
Structure of the International Oil Market
Llewelyn Hughes & Austin Long

States have long worried that their dependence on oil gives producers a 
means of coercion. The oil market, however, is far larger and more integrated 
than it used to be. The potential for coercion differs across a series of distinct 
market segments. In this varied market, the United States remains the 
dominant force.

The Security Bazaar: Business Interests and  
Islamist Power in Civil War Somalia
Aisha Ahmad

The support of the local business community helped to make Islamists a 
powerful force in the Somali civil war. The Islamists gained business support 
not because of shared religious affiliation, but because they ran a more stable 
and less costly protection racket than did other belligerents. 

The Impact of China on Cybersecurity: 
Fiction and Friction
Jon R. Lindsay

The Chinese cyber threat to the United 
States has been exaggerated. China’s cyber 
capabilities are outmatched by those of the 
West, and Beijing reaps too many benefits 
from the Internet’s liberal norms to attempt 
to seriously undermine them. 

“For every type of 
purported Chinese 

cyber threat, there are 
also serious Chinese 

vulnerabilities and  
Western strengths that 

reinforce the political 
status quo.”



We are sad to report the passing of our colleague 
and former fellow William (Bill) Martel, who 
was associate professor of international security 
studies at Tufts University’s Fletcher School. Bill 
Martel was a research fellow with the Center’s 
International Security Program from 1991–93. His 
work in the public policy arena included serving 
as a senior foreign policy advisor to governor Mitt Romney during 
the 2012 presidential campaign, as an advisor to the National Security 
Council, and as a member of the Defense Department’s Threat Reduc-
tion Advisory Committee. He was also founder and director of the U.S. 
Air Force Center for Strategy and Technology.

The Robert and Renée Belfer Center for Science 
and International Affairs
Graham Allison, Director
79 John F. Kennedy Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
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The Future of Diplomacy Project welcomes several visiting dignitar-
ies who join the diplomacy team this semester as 2015 Fisher Family 
Fellows. They include former NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen, former Indian National Security Advisor Shivshankar 
Menon, former EU Trade Commissioner Karel de Gucht, and former 
Brazilian Minister of Defense Celso Amorim. 

Dignitaries Enrich Harvard as Future 
of Diplomacy Fisher Family Fellows

In Memoriam: William (Bill) Martel

STRATCOM Award for Rupal Mehta
Diplomatic Dialogue: Indian Minister of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change Prakash Javadekar (second from left) with Tarun Das (left), founding 
trustee of the Ananta Aspen Centre, and the Belfer Center’s Joseph S. Nye and 
Nicholas Burns (right) during the Aspen Strategy Group’s U.S.-India Strategic 
Dialogue in New Delhi in January.Rupal Mehta, Stanton Nuclear Security Postdoctoral Fellow with the 

International Security Program and Project on Managing the Atom, has 
been awarded a $75,000 research grant from the United States Strategic 
Command to conduct research on nuclear deterrence. Her research at 
the Belfer Center examines how U.S. agreements to provide protection 
to allied states in the event of war may present an undue burden or risk.

Super Fans: Meghan O’Sullivan (right), professor of practice at the Belfer 
Center, joins Secretary of State John Kerry (left) and Secretary of Energy Ernest 
Moniz to cheer on the Patriots at the 2015 AFC Championship game.


