4 NPT ‘object and purpose’

Norms define expected behaviours and
legitimate action within groups

Sources:

NPT preamble, paragraphs 1 & 2

The multilateral UN process leading to the completion of the NPT

Policy and research overwhelmingly favour Numerous unanimous subsequent agreements between NPT parties
nuclear nonproliferation over disarmament Near-universal NPT compliance among non-nuclear weapon states

The nuclear disarmament obligation has priority

i . ,, over ‘general and complete disarmament’
| take an interdisciplinary approach, combining:

NPT Article VI is key to the nuclear disarmament norm

Article VI obliges the achievement of
complete nuclear disarmament

NPT Article VI

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT)
Implications of the nuclear disarmament norm:

VCLT interpretive principles:

22 THE UNIVERSITY VCLT interpretive sources:
<« OF AUCKLAND Author: Lyndon Burford PEACE&DISARMAMENT

University of Auckland, New Zealand | l.burford@auckland.ac.nz 2RI U
Te Whare Wananga o Tamaki Makaurau

Poster prepared for the symposium, The Non-Proliferation Treaty: Fresh Ideas for the Future, hosted by the Harvard Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, the MIIS James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands and the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs, UN Headquarters, New York City, 28 April 2015. The views expressed here are the author’s own and are not intended to reflect New Zealand Government policy.




